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To the Reverend Mr. Rogerr PARS0 NS, 
Arch-Deacon of Glouceſter, 


And the Clergy of the Deanry of Durſly, 
in that Dioceſs. 


Reverend Brethren, 


HIS plain Diſcourſe ventures abroad at the Deſire of 
Mr. Arch Deacon, and ſeveral of you. What Bene - 
fit it may prove to Others, I wil! not ſay ; but per- 
haps the Matter of it may afford You ſome Satiſ- 

lain (as it has done my ſelf a great deal) amid(# the Afﬀronts 

and Inſults the Clergy too frequently meet with from unreaſo- 
nable Men; whilſt you ſee how exactly theſe Men imitate the 

Jews in their wicked Perſecutions and Revilings of our bleſſed 

Saviour, and what an eminent Pattern both of patient ſuffering 

in the Cauſe of Truth, and of being gloriouſly rewarded fort, you 

bave in Him. 

What is here communicated indeed bas been the comforting 
Subject of mine own private Thoughts for ſome time of late, un- 
der the joint Attempts of Libertiniſm, Schiſm, Faction and 
Fanaticiſm, on our Order, the Holy Church, and conſe- 
qvently, Chriſtianity ir ſelf ; - whereby the Tlergy have been 
{as St. Paul of old was) revil d, and branded with the infumous 
Claracter of being Peſtilent Fellows, and Movers ot Sedi- 
tion (or in the modern Style, being for the Pretender, Arbi- 
tary Power, and French Government) whilſt they oppos'd 
y/e growing Evils, ſo pernicious both to Church and State. 
The Share I bore in Calumnies of this Nature ho unable to 
ve the Cauſe any otherwiſe than by my Good-wiſhes, I ſuppoſe 
not unknown, But (to omit other Prof) I think mine Ad- 
verſaries themſelves have ſufficiently clear*d mine Innocence, as to 
#latters alledg d againſt me by them, by their way of Proceed- 
g (very peculiar to em) which evidently carried the uo cer- 
F119 Tokens'of Falſhood and Injuſtice 13 779 Caſe, Viz. Trea- 
ery and Malice, Any Charity obliges we to think as fa- 

. 42 wVourably 
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DEDICATION. 
wourably as poſſible of the latter; but I believe never any thing 


bad more of the former, nor more verify'd our Seviour's Wird, 
He that doth Evil hateth the Light, neither cometh to the 
Light, left his Deeds ſhould be reproved, than ths Matty, 

I ſay no more of this (and thus much the Outcries of ſom, 
People oblige me unwillingly to ſay) becauſe as I have forgiven, 


N the 


ſo I am willing to forget the Injuries done me. I 
But, my Reverend Brethren, tho' there be indeed too mayhem. © 
Adverſaries to our Order, and conſequently our ſelves, yet mu[WMffences 
it be remember (with Honour to their Names) that there are ere tak 
I bope, more who love and reſpett both. I can my ſelf /peak A, and 
Experience, of ſome (in the Place where I was lately call 1 off Golp 
Cure, by your kind Appointment, Mr. Arch-Deacon ; which"? we 
Favugur, with others, I am oblig'd ever gratefully to acknoy. gh 
ledge) who dare ſpeak the Truth, tho revil'd for't, in wvindica. r 
tion of a falſly accus d Clergyman, and do him that Fuſtice h ¶ berſecut 
could hardly find, where be might more reaſonably have ex- in 1 
pected it. Doctrine 
And now after all the loud Clamourtthat have been raitd . eſed C 
gainſt many Worthy Perſons beſides our ſelves, my Reverend r- beir Ae 
thren ; we ſee by the happy Event of Things, how much Wil" V 
dom has been juſtify*d of all her Children, and what Shame — l 
(if they be not paſt it) our reviling Enemies ought to take u ng 
themſelves. | Aue t 
Which Matters, as they are the Reward of paſt, ſo ſhould te Matters, 
be an Encouragement to future Labours in the Cauſe of Truth Wil Wag 
wherein that we of the Clergy, whoſe Duty tis to be Examples toWeople f 
others, may be drvinely old, and proſper d by the Almigbi | inte 
Power of God's holy Spirit, u the Prayer of, . 45 
My Reverend Brethren, 105 
Your moſt Aſfectionate Brother, 10 
and Reſpect ful Humble Servant, > | 
thre 
\ 

n 
daviour' 


Wit like 
Joux JACKSONfhan ac 


(5) 


bj 
Va MAT TH. x57. 
h to th '4 in him. 
Argh. And they were offended in him, 
f ſome 


N theſe Words we have a brief Account of that Reception our 
Saviour met with from his own Countrymen the Jews, upon 
his Entrance on the Office of Preaching the Goſpel among 


forgiven, 


%% manyhhem. They were offended in Him, tis here ſaid. And how their 
yet mu WMOffences againſt him ſtill increas'd, and on what accounts the 
there are Were taken up, and with how much Fury and Malice proſecu- 
[peak , and allo what fatal Effects follow'd them, the Hiſtory of 
calld 1e Goſpel ſufficiently declares. In peruſal of which Hiſtory, 
„; 1 biehl en we find the ever bleſſed Son of God himſelf, who did no Il, 
| : * ther was Guile found in his Mouth, but on the contrary, went 
* bout doing good both to the Souls and Bodies of Men, facrificin 
_,01101c1-8 if: 2nd all for their Salvation, conſtantly revil'd, threaten'd — 
7 uſtice hi Ierſecuted for his Pains, we need not wonder to ſee his Succeſ- 


have ex- 


ors in the ſacred Office of the Miniſtry, who preach the ſame 
Doctrine He firſt taught, and are engag d in carrying on the ſame 


raid eſed Cauſe he firſt undertook, againſt the Powers of Hell, and 
-rend Rr Mheir Aecomplices on Earth, treated after the ſame inhuman man- 
auch Wiler. Which I ſhall have Occaſion to mention hereafter, when 
r Sham have ſhewn, as I intend to do, ſome of the chief Grounds and 


Occaſions of Mens Offences againſt the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
ogether with the great Unreaſonableneſs and Injuſtice of *em. 
And the better to authorize what I intend to ſpeak of theſe 


to take to 


ſhould they itters, I ſhall take a Pattern of 'em chiefly from our Saviour's 
of Tru; Wage among the Jews, and what happen'd to that wicked 
xample; tofWeople for the ſame. 

Almighty l intend, I ſay, in my following Diſcourſe, 


|. Firſt to Examine into the chief Grounds and Occaſions of 
Mens Offences againſt the Miniſters of the Bel. 

II. Secondly, To ſhew how Unreaſonable and Unjuſt ſuch 
Offences are. Thirdly, 

III. I ſhall enquire into the ill Effects and miſchievous Con- 
ſequences of ſuch Practices. And, 

IV. I ſhall deſire leave to conclude, with a brief Application 
7 of all to our ſelves, my Reverend Brethren, in two or 
three practical Rules drawn from the whole. 

|. Iam to examine into the chief Grounds and Occaſions, &c. 

And | begin with thoſe Offences the Jews took againſt our 

baviour's perſonal Appearance in the World, which they did 

oc like, becauſe 'twas fo very mean and deſpicable in all Hu- 
CRKSO Nan Account, and iu many Inſtances, as they falſy 2 
call 
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ſcandalous in Morals. *T was indeed attended with many Hard- 
ſhips and Sorrows, much Poverty and Diſtreſs, and with 
the want of all things that ſuch a ſenſual, haughty, worldly. 
minded People, as the Jews were, had a natural liking to, and 
made the only Teſt of Merit ; and therefore they could nyt 
mach eſteem one, whom they ſaw ſo deſtitute of all; and were 
ſo blind, as not to diſcern thoſe Noble, Divine Excellencies, 
that ſhone moſt eminently in our Saviour, and gain'd him the 
Veneration of all truly wile, honeſt, and good Men. 

And fo reſolv'd were theſe Fews, that nothing of our Savi- 
our's Perſon ſhould eſcape their Malice, that they began with 
his very Birth, which they quarrel'd at, becauſe 'twas ſo very 
mean. His Parents and near Relations were all known to be 
in a low Condition: They made no Figure in the World, bore 


no e e Titles, but were all common ordinary Per- 


ſons; and therefore they vainly concluded our Saviour himſelf 
could be no more worthy their Notice, than any other of his 
inconſiderable Relations, could have nothing wonderful and 
extraordinary in him. Js not this the Carpenter's San? I; not 
his Mother called Mary; and his Brethren, James and Joſes, and 
Simon and Judas; and his Sifters, are they not all with us? Whence 
then hath this Man theſe things ? And they were offended in him, 
And next the Jews made a great many ſevere Reflections on 
our Saviour's Life and Converſation in the World. He had liv'd 
ſometimes, it ſeems, at Nazareth in Galilee, among a looſe ſort 
of People, as they were reckon'd, from whence they cenſoriouſſy 
determin'd, nothing Good could come, He us'd to keep Company 
too with Publicans and Sinners now and then, and therefore they 
reckon'd he muſt be like em, a Mine bibber and riotous Perſon. 
But that which ſtill rais'd a greater Diſlike of our Saviour in 
theſe Jews, and expos'd him to their uttermoſt Contempt and 
Deriſion, was his extreamly miſerable Condition. He was 
himſelf the pooreſt and moſt diſtreſſed of all his poor Family, 
having net (that which the meaneſt Animal had) where to lay 
his Head. He had no Form nor Comelineſs to be defir'd, he was 
therefore deſpisd and rejected of Men; a Man of Sorrows, and 
acquainted with Grief, Wa. 53. 23. Which very Grief and Sor- 
rows too were objected, and became Matter of Offence againſt 
him, being reckon'd God's Judgments on him. Surely he hat, 
born our Griefs, and carried our Sorrows, yet we did efteem hin 


fricten, ſmitten of God, and aglicted, as the ſame Prophet 


ipeaks, /a. 53. 4 

Thus were the Jews offended” in our Saviour's Perſon ; and 
how exactly do People copy after them, when they {candalizs 
ne Miniſters of the Goſpel, with every little trivial 
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ance, Which they can any ways catch up, or invent, of their 


Hard- Condition, Life, and Behaviour in the World? 


with Perhaps Nature has fo order Hf, chat like their Saviour, 
orldly- WW pme of em are Sons of Carpenters, or the like Mechanicks, 
o, and uad then they are preſently by ſome wiſe People, reckon'd fit 
d not Wl for no other Imployments. They are in Want and Diſtreſs, 
d were Wl | nay be many times, and then who is not ready to rate their 
lencies, WI Merits according to their Condition, and impute their Sor- 
um the WF rows to their Faults? 


Sometime they chance to be ſeen in ill Company (and any 
r_Savi- Company too can be reckon'd ill for this Purpoſe) and then 
n wit: Wl githout more ado, they are preſently condemn'd for as bad as 
o very de worſt: Nay, ſometimes the Scandal (ſo ey does it 
n to be WF work according to Mens different Humours) ariſes from con- 
d, bore ¶ tary Matters to theſe, as one while the Clergy are reckon'd 
ry Per, wo free, and looſe ; another while they are deem'd too ſevere, 
himſelf I nd moroſe in Converſation z as moſt of em are c poor, and 
of his heanly qualify'd for ſome nice Perſons, ſo a few (and very few 
ful and WY therecan be of this ſort) are eſteem'd over Rich and Great: 


I; 10! WF When they are poor they are deſpis'd, when they are rich they 
ſes, and 


re envy d, either way the Offence ariſes, when Men are bent. 

Whence pon it; ſo unaccountably perverſe, and childiſhly peeviſh are 
n him, they uſually in this matter, as our Saviour relates of thoſe Re- 
tions on Wl kections the Jews made upon himſelf, and John the Baptiſt, 
ad ld neither of whom could pleaſe em, tho' they liv'd very different- 
oole ſort ly. For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they ſay he 
orioully W 1h, Devil; the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they 
ompanY , behold a gluttonous Man and a Wine-bibber, a Friend of Publi- 
ore they Naas and Sinners. 

Perſon, And how trivial ſoever theſe perſonal Reflections on the Cler- 
1v1OUr in Wor may ſeem to ſome, who make em many times meerly in 
mpt and Merriment, yet they are of dangerous Conſequence, in that 


He was Whey tend to the blaſting Mens Eſteem for the ſacred Character 


Family, Wir ſelf, which is villify'd, and expos'd, by any diſreſpe& to 
re to le) Whoſe that bear it, ſo inſeparably are they united, that one 
4, he ennot well ſuffer without an Injury to the other. 

rome, ad But alas! ſo little Regard have ſome Men for the ſacred Cha- 
and 90" Writer of a Clergy-man, that tis oftentimes the very” thing, 
ce ag” Which raiſes their Diſpleaſure. We may therefore reckon this a 
ly he 0" Second Ground of Mens Offences againſt the Miniſters of 
fteem vi Bhs Goſpel, viz. the high and holy Office They beer, wherein 
Prophet hey are inveſted by Chriſt, with a Divine Authotity to watch 


„ ind Mens Souls, and pronounce God's Remiſſion and Retention 
% their Sins. As my Father hath ſent me, ſo ſend I you. Whoſe ſo- 
ver Sint ye remit, they are remitted unto then, and Fw 

oever 
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A Viſut ation Sermon. \ 
Sins ye vetain, they are retained, John 20, 21, 23; 
So that the Miniſters of the Goſpel juſtly claim their Com- 
miſſion to come from God, and to be his Ambaſſadors, and 
. the Myſtery of Godlineſs, ſent out to publiſh hi 
Will, and execute his Orders among Mankind. Which digni. 
fyd Office, and weighty Imployment, inſtead of being wel. 
com'd, and reverenc'd in the World, as it ought to be, conſ- 
dering the Nature and Deſign of it, meets with great Reproach 
and Oppoſition, is decry'd, run down, and branded (as of late) 
with the. odious Names, and villifying Titles of Prief-craft, 
Church-Tyranxy, Spiritual Bondage, and the like: And then whit 
Reception, all who bear this Office, and execute this Imploy. 
ment, are like to meet with in a profane, licentious Age, any 
one may imagine. 6 
Indeed he that comes (as too many do) with a Pretence to 
any other Authority but God's, is welcome to ſome People, 
and generally the more ſo, when he comes with none, but 
what they are pleas'd themſelves to allow him. As our Saviour 
ſpeaks of the Jews, John 5. 41. I am come in my Father's Name, 
and ye receive me not; if another fhall come ix his own Name, him 
ye will receive. And the Reaſon of this is plain, becauſe Him 
they might reject when they pleas'd, without any Danger of 
offending an higher Power than Man's. They might hearken 
to his Doctrine, and obey his Orders, as far as they pleas'd, 
Which they "could not do towards one who ſhould bring his 
Credentials from Heaven. Such an one, if he had any Regard 
to his Office (as he would be apt to have) would not be ſo 
ſerv'd ; but he would be like to claim a Right to be heard in 
whatever he had Authority to deliver, and demand Mens Obe— 
dience in all Matters his Commiſlion reach'd to, and then to 
deſpiſe Him herein (when they had a perverſe Mind to't ) would 


be no leſs dangerous an Offence, than the deſpiſing that Al- 


mighty Being above who ſeat Him. 

Which our ſubtle Men of ſpiritual Liberty conſidering, le 
Hy all their little Wit, and greater Malice, at the Prieſthood 
it ſelf, ſpeaking Evil of its Dignity, that fo by diſgracing and in. 
validating that, they may have the better Plea to reproac 
them who bear it, and ſo (which lies at the Bottom of all 
free themſelves from any Obligation to their Authority, a0 
have a Right to become Libertines. | 

This is the Ground and Occaſion of all thoſe Scandals W 
hear caſt on the Clergy, when they are repreſented, as Me! 
lers in what they have nothing to do with, and Jach as take f 
much upon em; When they are call'd proud, and imperious, an 
domineering over Mens Conſciences, for reaching, exþorti 
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4 ad rebuking at any time, with that Authority given 'em by 
ors, and God ſo to do. | 
abliſh his For this Reaſon our Saviour was by the Jews blaſphemouſly 
ich digni. Wl rd, One that had à Devil, becauſe he told em, John 8. 42. 
eing wel- He proceeded forth, and came from God, neither came he of him- 
be, conf. f, hut God ſent him. And for the ſame Reaſon he foretels his 
Reproach Apoſtles, they.fould be hated of all Men, viz. for his Name, or 
as of late} Authority, Jake : With which Authority he was then inveſting 
rie «Craft em, having firſt receiv'd it himſelf of the Father, And to the 
= what eme Purpoſe, and. on the ſame Occaſion he ſpeaks again, 
s Imploy- Jon 15. 19. He were of the World, the World would love his 
Age, any n, bur becauſe ye are not of the World, but I have choſen you out 
OY of the World, therefore the World hateth you. And how this 
etence to Hatred of Chriſt's Miniſters, on account of their Office, has 
je People continued, and been improv'd in the World, I need not ſtand 
Dune bar longer to declare. So I proceed, 
a Savios Thiraly, To another Matter, that often yields Offence a- 
rs Name, ginſt the Clergy, viz. The Doctrine they preach, which 
Vame 7 s the Word of God, who will not be reply d againſt, but 
auſe Him muſt be believd, and obey'd without Contradiction, and 
Danger of without Scruple. A Imaginations therefore are to be caſt 
t hearken MW 4977 before it, and every high thing that exalteth it ſelf againſt 
ey pleas d. the Ruomledge of God, and every Thought to be brought unto Ct 
bring his Ml f the Obedience of Chrift, 2 Cor. 10 5. | 
ny Regard When the Miniſters of the Goſpel then publiſh and arge 
not be ſol this, it raiſes all the noiſy Forces of Philoſophy, and val Con. 
heard in © againſt em; expoſes em (as it did St. Paul of old at Athens) 
Mens Obe- to all the filly Jeſts, and profane Scoffs, that the wiſe Folly, and 
d then toll wicked Malice of ſuch Men can heap upon em, whom the Apoſtle 
ot) would deſcribes, 1 Tim. 6. 4. To be proud, knowing not hing, but doting a- 
g that Al- bout Queſtions, and Strifes of Words, whereof cometh Envy, Strife, 


dering, le 


Kallings, evil Surmiſings, perverſe Diſputings of Men of corrupt 


Minds, and deſtitute of the Truth, 


Prieſthood] . And as the Doctrine we preach comes from God, {o is it al. 
ing and in. lo of a Nature agreeable to its Divine Original, all pure and 
» reproac heavenly 3 teaching Men, that denying Vngodlineſs, and worldly 
om of a #5, they Hould live foberly, righteouſly, and godly in this pre- 


Jent World ;, that they ſhould Jet their Afﬀettions on Things above, 


LOTILY al . ' 5 2 V : 4 1 
* and not on Things on the Earth, and like their Saviour, be pati 


candals I ent and eaſy under the Cross. Thele, my Reverend Brethren, 
1, as Med e the grating Doctrines, fo grievous to Fleſh and Blood, we 
as cake te to deliver to the World. And now tis eaſy to imagine NOW 
ids, an unwelcome, and diſpleaſing, a Preacher of ſuch levere Rights 
=hortin oulneſs will be to the Generality of Mankind, that are retolv'd * 
; ol ** be led and govern'd by Senſe, and care little or nothing ad 
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the Things of the oth orld : How much derided, muſt he 
expect to be, as our Saviour was among the covetous and ſen. 
ſual Jews, who brings ſo ps orig a Meſſage and Order to'em 

who tries thus to rob 'em of their Beloved 8 and pluck 
away their Hearts Delight? What wonder to find ſuch a one's 


Inſtructions retorted back upon himſelf, and to hear him taxd 


right or wrong, With thoſe very Vices be corrects in others. 
For by this means, Men who are unwilling to part with their 
Sins, vainly think to put by the Force of thoſe Divine Argu- 
ments the Miniſters of the Goſpel uſe againſt em; with the 
ſweet Gain of a Revenge into the Bargain, applytng to em 
that perverſe, and ſpiteful Jemiſh Proverb (our Saviour menti- 
ons, Luke 4. 23.) Phyſician heal thyſelf. 

So that whenever we find Men moſt maliciouſly ſearching into 
the Lives of the Clergy, and blackening 'em with every Fault 
they can either find or make (wherein they are uſually very 
good at Invention) magnifying every little Slip of human Frail- 
ty, and objecting it as a Crime; when we fee the Clergy a- 
bridg'd the common innocent Liberties of Mankind, and hardly 
permitted to live, as the ordinary Wants and Circumſtances 
of human Nature require, we have here the Reaſon of all this. 
'Tis becauſe they tell People, and that from God, what manner 
of Perſons they ought to be in all holy Converſation and Goadlineſs, not 
walking after the Fleſh, but after the Spirit: Eſpecially if this be 
done with that Strictneſs it ought to be, Which therefore 
leads us to another Ground of Mens Offences again the Cler- 

y, dix. 
4 Fourthly, That Zeal and Courage they uſe at any time, when 
they ſee it neceſſary, in the faithful Diſcharge of their Office; 
when they uſe a juſt Freedom and Authority in enjoining Men 
their Duty, and correcting their Faults, without Partiality, and 
without Hypocriſy ;, but with that due Concern, Strictnels and 
Honelty, io momentous an Affair requires, and their own {a- 
cred Function obliges em to; when they urge upon Men, like 
Ambaſjadors of Chriſt, and as being in his ftead, the ſincere Pra- 
Ctice of all things God requires of em. Upon thofe Principles, 
and by thoſe Motives the Scripture contains; and not with en- 
ticing Words, or deceitful Promiſes of Human Wiſdom ;,, when 


the Clergy act thus, I lay, according to their Function, how 
uiualls ic to fee the World much offended at em? How com- 
mon to hear 'em villify'd and reproach'd for Men of furious and 
turbulent Spirits, who tin the Held upſide-down, and preach 
only their own Vajiions and Reſentments, whillt with the Ter- 
rors of the Lord they => ſed? Af How void of all Moderati- 
on ate they reckon'd, whillt they endeavour to keep Men from 
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naing into that pernitious Liberty of following their own 
nin Opinions in Religion, and fo ſetting up another Goſpel of 
their own, to believe and practice as they think fit. 

Hence it comes to paſs, that inſtead of receiving the Word 
with Meekneſs, many an offended Hearer preſumes to inſtru, 
and correct the Preacher. And this is the Occaſion that ſo ma- 


(ny vain captious People, in mighty Diſpleaſure, high Diſguſt 


nd Reſentment, often run away from our Congregation, and 
herd in Schiſmatical Aſſemblies (contrary to all Rule, Decen- 
<, and Order in the Church, and in bold and open Defiance 
thereof) where we have reaſon to believe their Vanity and 
dtubbornneſs are flatter'd, and encourag'd, and made Increaſe 
mo more Ungodlineſs, 

And all this eſpecially happens, when the Clergy level their 
Doctrine, and ſhow their Authority with due Warmth and 
Force againſt the mighty predominant_Vices of a licentious 
Age, when they expoſe Mens particular darling Sins, and 
ke at Wickedneſſes in high Places, then tis they Ne the ut- 
termoſt Reſentment of their Adverſaries. 

Twas by this our Saviour ſo much offended the Scribes and 
Phariſees among the Jews - Twas becauſe he ſeverely, and o- 
penly reprehended em, for their notorious Hypocriſies of ſe- 
reral Kinds, which were grown to ſuch an Head amongſt 'em, 
5 that thereby they made of none Effect the Command mente of 
God, and ſet up human Traditions in their Room; whereby 
they made Religion only a Tool to their worldly Intereſt, and 
a Cloak for all their Villanies, for which our Saviour pro- 
nounced ſo many bitter Woes againſt em, as we read, 
Matth. 23. 

And the like Offence does every Miniſter of the Goſpel {till 
give, who goes about (tho' after Chriſt's Example, and having, 
lis Command and Authority for't) even in much ſofter Terms 
b correct the ſame Vices Chriſt did. 

When he dares do ſo, how are his own Rebukes return'd up- 
n him? And Wo is to him indeed, when he ſpeaks again(t 
Mens Hy pocritical Pretences to Piety and Goodneſs, whilſt 


both their Principles and Practices ſhew em to have nothing 
el at Heart than either; when he corrects them for their au- 
cacious Diſſembling with God, by playing faſt and looſe in his 
Worſhip, which they pretend to perform ſometimes in the 


-urch, as God orders by his Miniſters, and ſometimes in a 
Yay of meer human Invention, quite contrary to it; or when 


de taxes 'em for making Gain their Gedlineſs, and proſtituting 
meir Religion to the vileſt End, making it a_Matter of meer 
Vorldly Craft, and State Policy, and playing alt the Pranks 
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with it, that the Devil, in Form of an Angel of Light, can temp 
them to. | 

Whoever of us, my Reverend Brethren, has the Conran 
(and I hope we all have) to make a Stang againſt theſe en 
croaching abominable Sins, and oppoſe their Progreſs, muſt ex 
pect to be very ill treated and defpitefully us d Tor Fi Pains, b 
a crooked and perverſe Generation. we <a 

Wo to any one of us, if againſt theſe prevailing Sins, (obey 
ing the Apoſtle's Commind to Timothy, 2 Ep. 4. 2.) He preach 
es the Word, is inſtant in Seaſon, out of Seaſon, reproves, exhorts, 
rebukes, Where, by the Way, we may obſerve the Apoſtle 
allows of no ſuch Vnſeaſonableneſs, as ſome People would plead 
in preaching againit any Sin. He ſuppoſes indeed, that this 
would be pretended by ſome Sinners, but by no Means permit 
Timothy to hearken to it, and negle& his Duty, but on the cor 
trary exhorts him to be more diligent and urgent therein, and 
to bear the Inſults he might receive for the ſame, with all ba 
tience and long Suffering, 

Ihis great Apoltle, indeed, knew it to be the propereſt Sea 
ſon to correct and be ſtrict againſt any Sin, when tis grown { 
ſtout and impudent as to plead a Privilege to be let — fot 
Chis ſhews it to have gotten too great an Head already, and that 
by farther Indulgence, (which 'tis craving after f 5 Pur 
pole) it may fo root and eſtabliſh it ſelf, as to become uncon 
querable, therefore muſt it be now high time to take it down 
ere this happens. 

For initance, can there be a fitter Seaſon to urge the Duty cl 
Subjection to Princes with Zeal, and in its fall Extent, than 
when tnole horrid Principles of Rebellion, That not long ag! 
laid our Church and Nation in Blood and Ruins, (the dire El 
fects of which, we fo this Day feel and lament) are openly 1 
vowed and countenanc d? | 

If when Separation from the Church ſpreads it ſelf, and dai 
ly ſpavyns into innumerable Sets and Parties, grows aſſuming 
and imperious over the lawful Paſtors of Chrilt's Flock, it 
be not a fit Time to preach againſt Hereſie and Schiſin, ont 
wile Directors would do well to tell us when it will be; anc 
we gels at the Time they would alot, viz. When "twould bets 
cate, aud to little Purpoſe. Bon: a 

But toreturn, I ſay, Whatever Miniſter of the Goſpel un 
dertakes, according to his Office, the Care of Mens Epidem! 
cal Sins, with a due Strictneſs and Concern, he muſt look to 0 
reckon'd a very impertinent, rude and troubleſome Man at t 
belt, becauſe, forſooth, he refuſes to make a Complement < 
bis Religion, as well as Conſcience, to ſome great Perſon, « 
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ailing Party; nay, tis much if, as St. Paul was, he's not 
k this call'd a peſtilent Fellow, and Mover i Doane tho? at 
ighe 


can temp 


* Conrao the fame time he's preaching up the peaceable Doctrine of abſo- 

theſe en late Submiſtion, and full Obedience to the Powers for 
, muſt ey Conſcience-ſake. To do this, I ſay, is reckon dd very heinous 
Pains, by Crime by, ſome People, and thoſe guilty of it deem'd worthy 
no manner of Favour ; if any of us expects this, he muſt take 
the quite contrary Courſe ; which when ever any do, we may 


s, (obe 
— well reckon their baſe temporizing Practices of this Kind, ano- 


He preach 


, ehrt ther Ground and Occaſion of Mens ONentes againſt the Cler- 
1e Apoſtle , VIL, 
ld — Fifthly, The cowardly and fawning Compliance of ſome( if ſuch 
„that thi there be) who, inſtead of Preaching the Word of God, as of Since- 
ns permit rity, as of God, as in the Sight of God, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 2 Cor.2, 
n the con 17. corrupt and debaſe it, making it ſubſeryient to worldly Ends, 
erein, and and wicked Purpoſes; as allo the Lukewarmneſs and Indiffe- 
ith all pa rency of others, (if any ſuch are found) in Nülfiſſing their Mi- 
niſtry 5 which in Times of Hozard and Peril of the Faith, is a 
dereſt Sen Kind of Treachery too, for which, how they'll one Day be a- 
grown dle to anſwer, they'd do well to conſider, and have our Savi- 
- ua ſoo our's Words always in Remembrance, Mark 8. 38. Mhoſoc ver 
And tha Vall be aſhamed of me, and of my Words, in this adulterous and 
"Ts Pur ful Generation, of him alſo ſhall the Son of Man be aſham'd when 
me uncon He cometh in the Glory of his Father, with the holy Angels. Theſe 
e it down W Matters, I ſay, give farther Occaſion of Scandal againſt the 


Clergy. For were there none that flatter'd, countenanc'd and 
encourag'd Men in their Sins, that taught theta how to palliate, 
excuſe and defend 'em; none to dawb em over and cry Peace, 
Peace, at every Allarm of Conſcience, nor any that eglected 


ne Duty ol 
tent, than 
t long ag 


e dire E out of Fear or Slothfulneſs, to reprehend and rebuke em, as 
openly they deſerv'd, Men would not be fo very fond of their Sins, fo 


ſtubborn and obſtinate in em, and conſequently not fo full of 
Diiguſt and Reſentment, ſo peeviſh, angry, and furious, at 
thoſe faithful and ſtrict Phy licians of their Souls, who fully lay 


„ and dai 
s alluming 


; Flock, i open their Danger, and ſearch their Malady to the Bottom. 

hiſm, out Not to ſay how juſt Occaſion of Offence this gives to all true 
be; and Lovers of Chriſt's Church, when they ſee the Honour of the 
pould be t Prieſthood (wherein the Glory of that ſpotleſs Church conſiſts, 


—— 


and even the Good of Chriſtianity it ſelf is much concern d) 
3oſpel uu thus proſtituted and deſerted, by its own Profeſſors, who ought 
5 Epidem to adorm it in all things, and ſpend their Blood in its Defence, as 
look to b our Saviour did in eſtabliſhing it. | 
Man at th How far, and in what Inſtances, any Preacher of the Goſpel 
plement may comply with the innocent Prejudices and Scruples of well- 
Perſon, i meaning Men, in Religious Matters, I'll not pretend*to deter- 
prevail — nin 
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mine: But for him to do this out of any other Ends than the 
Good of Souls, and the Furtherance of the Goſpel, as out of 
State Policy, Worldly Intereſt, or S@FIndulgence, and that 
towards Men of ſtubborn, perverſe, and ſchiſmatical Tempers 
open Enemies to the Church, and Diſturbers of its Peace, and 
ſuch as ſeek and watch all Opportunities to ruin it, I think we 
may pronounce moſt abominable Treachery and Berfidioulneſs 
in him towards God and Chriſt, whoſe Cauſe he has undertaken, 

Such are deceitful Workers, that ſerve not the Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
but their own Belly; as the Apoſtle ſpeaks of em, Rom. 16. 18. 

Let us conſider what the Scripture directs in this Matter, 
St. Paul orders Titus, Chap. 2. 15. toſpeak, exhort, and rebuke, 
with all Authority; and then he adds, Let no Man deſpiſe thee ;, 
plainly enough intimating, that the Way not to be deſpiſed, 
was duely to execute his Authority. : 

And would every Miniſter of the Goſpel act up to his Com- 
miſſion, and fulfil his Office in all things belonging to it, the 
Clergy might expect to meet with more Regard than common- 
ly they do, and thus better maintain the Dignity of their Cha- 
racter, than by a baſe Compliance with the unreaſonable De- 
fires of wicked and deſigning Men; and ſo would they be in 
a better Capacity to fulfil that great Charge of Watching for 
Mens Souls, to which a Reverence for their Character is abſo- 
lately neceſſary. 


And what St. Paul's own Behaviour was herein, with Rela- | 
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tion to the Judaizing Chriſtians, we have an Account, Gal. 2. WW And 
4, 5. where ſpeaking of Falſe Brethren, unawares brought in, . The 
who came in privily to ſpy out their Liberty, which they had in de and 
Chriſt Jeſus, that they might bring em into Bondage, he ſays he Wt oft 
gave Place to em no not for a Moment, that the Truth of the G er all, 
pel might continue, And Verſe 11. he even withſtood the Apo- quite 
ſtle St. Peter to the Face, becauſe he was to be blam'd, tor his Hither 
diſſembling Compliance with the Jews. ergy, « 
I ſpeak not all this, my Reverend Brethren, in the leaſt to their 
reflect on any Perſon in the ſacred Miniſtry, (far be it from Wuners 
me, to become an Inſtance my ſelf of that Offence 1 am ſpeak- As, wt 
ing againſt) I am very ready to hope none who bears this Cha- eat Far 
rater has ſo little Regard to it, as himſelf to villify and injure {Wihaps n 
it wiltally ; but ſince all of us are liable to be carried away And wi 
with Infirmities and Temptations, and to be impos'd upon by {Wd the n 
the cunning Devices of the ſubtle Adverſaries to our Order, Iich he 
humbly crave Leave to be yours, as I am mine own Monitor 43.9. n 
herein. Y; 
Only one thing I cannot well paſs by without Notice, and el to tu 
that is the Practice of ſome Separatiits among us, who uſurp ers to 
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de Miniſtry, and whom l doubt we have too much Reaſon to 


m of Temporizing, and becommg Men. Pleaſers, in their 
ſachings, ſuiting their Doctrines to the_Temper and corrupt 
pelinations of a degenerate Age, by their ſeemingly good Words 
nd fair Speeches, not only deluding the Hearts of the ſimple, but 


Ireſodicing them likewiſe againſt the lawful and fincere Paſtors 


of Chriſt's Flock. And the Apoſtle foretells as much, 2 Per. 2. 
i, There "age be falſe Teachers among you, who ſhall privily bring 
ndammable Hereſies, and many ſhall follow their pernicious Ways 
reaſon of whom the Way of Truth ſhall be evil ſpoken of. And 
den it thus happens to the Truth it ſelf, how the Preachers of 
tare like to fare, we know very well. 

| might exemplifie all this, would the Time permit, in our 
wiour, and the Scribes and Phariſees among the Jews. thoſe 
ind Guides, who had corrupted the Law, and made void the 
lmmanaments of God by their Traditions, and perverſe Expoſi- 
ons, and thereby ſo monſtrouſly prejudic'd the Generality of 
tat People againſt Chriſt and his Doctrine, that having Eyes 
% would not ſee; Ears, and would not hear; Underſtandings, and 
nud not underſtand it. 

Thus they out up the Kingdom of God againſt Men, neither en- 
ng in themſelves, nor ſuffering them that were entering to go in. 
bit I haſten to my Second Propoſition. 

Il, To ſhew how unreaſonable and unjuſt theſe Offences are. 

And this I ſhall briefly do in ſome Particulars; as, 

1. Theſe Offences againſt the Clergy will appear unreaſon- 
idle and unjuſt, becauſe they are many of em taken up on Ac- 
bunt of thoſe things that they cannot help, and ſuch indeed as, 
ter all, are no real Prejudice to the Exerciſe of their Office, 
it quite contrary, many times an Advantage thereunto. 
Hither I reduce all thoſe perſonal Reflections made on the 
ergy, concerning their Poverty and Meannels of Condition, 
id their Misfortunes in the World, as allo concerning their 
Manners and Converſations among Men. 

is, what Fault is it in a Clergy-man, not to be born of a 
great Family, and inherit an Eſtate? And that he gets none, is 
frnaps more owing to his Honeſty than want of Merit. 

and whoever conſiders the great Depredations on the Church, 
id the many Arts us'd to rob God of his TytheFand Offerings, for 
ich he pronounces a double Curſe, in his Prophet Malachi, 
1.3.9. needs not be at a Loſs for the true Reaſon of the Clergy's 
werty ; and he that thinks this a Scandal to em, would do 
ell to turn the Reflection, and tell us, how ſcandalous tis for 
ders to grow rich, and ſtrut in their Spoils. And as for their 

blortunes, theſe ought certainly to entitle em to Mens oy 

| rather 
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rather than Contempt. And were there but all reafonable 41. 
lowance made for Human Infirmity, and the neceſſary Inter. 
courſe of Life, there would appear but little Grounds for jj 
thoſe ſpiteful Cenſures on their Manners, they are many times 
ſo blacken'd with. And after all, what ſignify theſe things to 
the Exerciſe of their Function? Perhaps they may be the het. 
ter qualify'd for't many times by reaſon of their mean Condi- 
tion. The Apoſtle ſays, 1 Cor. 1. 24. God, hath choſen the foolif 
things of the World to confound the Wije, and weak things of the 
Werld to confound the things that are mighty, and baſe things of the 
World, and things that are deſpiſed, hath God choſen, yea and 
things that are not, to bring to naught things that are, that 1s Fleſh 
ſhould glory in his Preſence. 

And even the Immoralities of the Clergy (if at any time 
they be found upon be, hinder not (unleſs it be Mens own 
Faults) the Efficacy of their Miniſtry, which comes from 
God, whoſe Grace may be convey'd to all true penitent Belie- 
vers by a wicked Inſtrument. Paul plants, and Apollos waters, 
but God gives the Increaſe. And to ſilence all Cavil about the 
Clergy's being ſeen perhaps in ill Company, we need but con. 
ſider what our Saviour told the Jews in this Caſe, the whole need 
not a Phyſician, but they that are ſick. Here then you {ee ſuch 
an one's moſt needed ; for where ſhould the Phyſician be more 
properly than ſometimes among his Patients, 

2. Mens Offences againſt the Clergy will be found to be very 
unreaſonable and — in that they are ſometimes taken up 
on account of that which ought to entitle em to the higheſt 
Eſteem and Veneration, viz. the Authority they bear, as the- 
are the immediate Miniſters and Ambaſſadors of the Lord of 
Hoſts and King of Glory. By His Commiſſion alone they ad 
and by Him they are authorized in all things requiſite for th 
Care of Souls, as his Son Chriſt himſelf was, who ſent his Apo 
ſtles, he tells us, as the Father had ſent him; and lo thele were 
to ſend others, who ſhould continue down the Divine Million 
never to ceaſe, till the End of the World; whereby Chriſt! 
Promiſe to be with em, is fulfill'd. If there be Reſpect due thei 
to any Dignity on Earth, 'tis to them who bear A immediat 
a Relation to the Almighty Sovereign of the World, {ro 
whom all Power and Authority come. 

And the Folly of Mens Offences in this kind, is evide! 
from nothing more than their perverſe and abſurd way of at 
guing againſt the Authority of the Prieſthood, contrary 
all known Rules of Reaſoning. For they ſeldom ever ente 
into the Merits of the Cauſe, ſo as throughly to examil 
What may be produc'd for the Truth of it, e. Whether 0 
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nable Ao God has really'given the Clergy that Authority they claim. 
ry Inter got evading this, they fly preſently to decry and vilify the thin 
ds for all ſelf, and ſo try to render it odious, and not worthy Belief? 
any time tho! the Scripture gives moſt plain Teſtimony of it, which ha- 
things to ving Eyes they ſee not themſelves, and endeavour to prejudice 
e the bet-M and blind others againſt it. But 1 haſten, 
in Cond- 3. To another Inſtance of this Point, viz. Mens being 
the ſoolipM offended at the Clergy many times for no other Reaſon, but 
185 of the ſincerely doing their Duty. Tis their Office and Imployment, 
19gs of the their High Calling, and Charge committed to'em by God him- 
, yea and ſelf, and which they have moſt ſolemnly undertaken, and ſtrict- 


at n Fey oblig d themſelves to perform, viz. to preach the Word, and 


he inftant therein at all Seaſons, exhorting, reproving and rebuking 


any time with all that Authority they have committed to em by God for 
ens own ll theſe Purpoſes. 

mes from Thus are they to feed the Flock of Chrift, which he purchas'd 
ent Belic-W with bis own? Blood, to watch and labour for Mens Souls, and per- 
los waters ill ſevere therein with all Patience and Long-ſuffering, doing nothing 
about the with Partiality and Reſpect of Perſons, nor having any in Admira- 
| but con-W tion becauſe of Advantage. But we are, my Reverend Bre- 
whole need thren, to acquaint all alike with the Truth of the Goſpel to 
u fee ſuch the full, and correct all manner of Sin in every one; of theſe 
n be more things we are to cry aloud, and ſpare not; and if we refuſe or ne- 


glect ſo to do, we are flothfal and diſobedient Servants of our 
heavenly Lord; nay we are falſe, treacherous and perfidious to 
God himſelf, which muſt needs one Day call down his Ven- 


to be very 
Ss taken up 


the highei_g geance upon us. Moe to us then, if we preach not the Goſpel ;, if we 
Ir, as the prove ſuch blind and deceitful Workmen as God complain'd of 
he Lord oF heretofore in his Prophet, Ja. 56. 10. comparing em to dumb 
e they acl Dogs, that cannot bark, ſleeping, lying down, loving ta ſlumber, we 
{ite for th muſt expect God will regure the Blood of all thoſe Souls at our 
t his Apo bands, that have periſh'd for want of that Knowledge and Warn- 


theſe were 


ing we ought to have given em. Hear how plainly God ſpeaks 
1e Mitlon 


ths in his Prophet Ezekiel, ch.;. 17,18. Son of Man, I have made 


by Chriſt Wl thee a Watch nan to the Houſe of \\rael, therefore hear the Word at 
ct due then my Mouth, ard give them Warning from me. V/hen Iſaid unto the 
immediat Wicked, thou ſhalt ſurely dye, and thou giveſt him not Warning, nor 
orld; fron /peakeft ro warn the Wicked from his wicked Way to ſave his Life, 


the ſame wicked Man ſhall die in his Iniquity, but his Blood will I 
is eviden require at thy Hand. Conſidering which then we may hope, 

way of auß my Reverend Brethren, there will be none fo very unreaſo- 
-ontrary . nable and unjuſt, none ſo unkind and injurious to ns, as to 
ever cnt require us thus to negle& our Duty, and betray our ſolemn 

to exawil Truſt, and ſo to hazard our immortal Souls; nay, and I may 
Whether ky according to the Prophet, their own too, Which Matter 
"8 Will give us a as © 4th 
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4th Inſtance of the great Unreaſonableneſs and Injuſtice of 


ſonably unjuſt toward themſelves, in that Injury they do their 
Souls, by depriving em of the ſpiritual Advice and Aſſiſtance 
of them that are appointed by God to watch for 'em, without 
which they are like to periſh and be undone for ever, being left 
only to the blind Diret᷑t ion and deceitful Guidance of corrupt 
Human Nature: To reſcue Men from which unhappy State, 
the Office and [mployment of the Clergy are by God moſt gra- 
ciouſly deſign'd. Accordingly the Miniſters of the Goſpel are 
to do all they can to bring Men out of Darkneſs unto Light, and 
from the Power of Satan unto God. Which being ſo important, 
and withal difficult a Matter, much too mighty for Human 
Strength, and not to be truſted with any mortal Power, God 
himſelf takes the Matter into his own Hands, and impowers a 
ſet Order of Men, from himſelf, for this Buſineſs, keeping it 
tus under his own Almighty Direction and Authority, where- 
by tis more likely to be effectually accompliſh'd, than by the 
vain Methods of Human Ordering, whereby Men think to go 
to Heaven which way they pleaſe, and ſo moſt abſurdly as well 
as preſumptuouſly many times preſcribe the Clergy a Way to 
do their own Buſineſs ſet em by God; expecting to hear no- 
thing from 'em, but what flatters and gratifies one vain head- 
{ſtrong Humour, or evil Luſt or other. Which would be in- 
deed (what ſome Men are plainly driving at in their clamorous 
Offences againſt the Clergy for doing their Duty) to make a 
moſt wicked and 9 7 4 Buſineſs of Religion, whilſt it 
muſt be calculated for all the wild, contradictory Opinions, 
and corrupt Inclinations of Mankind, and Made comply with 
em at every turn; not to ſay at how cheap ana vte a Rate this 
would fet Salvation, which thus muſt not coſt a Man the Ex- 
pence of one ſingle Luſt he has a mind to: Whereas the pure 
holy Goſpel we are to preach, requires the RoSting out, and 
mortifying of em all; and this is what the ſacred Function we 
bear, aims at, and contributes to in all its Offices. And conſide- 
ring the great Stubbornneſs of theſe Luſts, and the mighty 
Sway they bear with Men, we had need enough to be very 
ſtrict in preaching this Goſpel, and rigorous in the due Execu- 
tion of this our Function in all Particulars, being very watch 
ful, and plying the whole Artillery of Heaven againſt the 
Strong Holds of Sin and Satan, left they ſally out, ſurprize, and 
prevail over thoſe unwary Souls committed to our Care. 

And what if ſome refuſe thus to do their Duty, complying with 


Mens Luſts, and flattering em in their Sins, is this any Reaſon 
way others ſhould do Te like ? Or indeed is it not rather an 
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argument for *em to be the more ſtri and careful herein, that 
the Cauſe of Religion be not wholly given up, and Sin left to 


lo their Wl reign uncontroll'd. And for any Men to be offended at us for 
ſliſtance WM theſe our kind Pains, ſo much for their Good, ſhews em to be 
without Wl moſt ſtupidly regardleſs of their everlaſting Welfare, than 
ing left WM which I think there can't be a more deſgerately mad and wret- 
corrupt Wl ched Folly thought on. a 

y State, Does not every one act otherwiſe in the common Concerns 
oft gra- WM of Life? For who goes to a Lawyer for Advice about preſer- 
)\pel ar? ung his Eſtate, that would not be Willing to hear his Cale 
cht, and ſtly. ſtated, and even the worſt of it ſer forth to him, and be 
portant, Wt ſhewn where and in what Point the Danger of loſing it lies? 
Human A bodily Phy fician is born with, nay lik'd the better, for treat 
er, God Wing a ſtubborn Diſtemper as roughly as it deſerves : But alas! 
wers 1 BY the Soul's Phyſician, and Advocate for Heaven, (as if this was 
eping it ¶ wt worth gaining, nor that preſerving) is the only Perſon that 
» where- naſt act contrary to his Office, and deceive thoſe he under- 
n by the ¶ nes for. He alone muſt comply with all the vain Humours 
nx to go ud wilful Deſires of Men to thei Infinite Hurt, and do no- 
y as Well ng for 'em in a Matter of the greateſt moment, but what 
Way to Wthey are fooliſhly pleas'd to like; i. e. he muſt Cheat em out of 
* * their everlaſting Happineſs, and court em̃ into eternal Ruin. 
uin nead- 


d be in- 
lamorous 
5 make 1 


To ſuch deſperate Fools as theſe, I ſhall only propoſe what God 
ys of the Fews, The Prophets propheſy fal/ly, and my People love 
„ have it ſo, and what will ye do in the End thereof ? Jer. 3. 31. 
Which brings on the 


ry 


whilſt it WM III. Third Propoſition, viz. The ill Effects and fatal Conſe- 

pinions, quences of Mens Offences againſt, the Clergy. And the 

pY wa Time only permits me barely to mention two of each, 
ate this 


which for Brevity ſake, and becauſe of their Alliance, 1 


| the Ex- ſhall couple together. And we may reckon one very ill 


the pure Effect of this Matter to be Infidelity. N 

out, and W When Men once take an Offence, and fo conceive Prejudice 
1&ion We Wotinſt the Clergy, how natural is it for em to disbelieve their 
d conſide. betrine, and have little or no Regard for any thing they do 
e mighty In their Function? 

be very Our Belief, even of common Truths, and Reſpect to Mens 
ue EXC idinary Actions, uſually depend very much on that Eſteem 
ry watch Wh Authority the Relaters and Doers of 'em bear with us; 
zainſt the Which is much more ſo in Religion, which Men are more a- 
prize, and Werſe to than any thing, and glad of any Excũſe (and none 


re. re ready and fitter than Clergy ſcandal) to ſhift it off, ar d 


„ing with uke up with Infidelity. Hoem can ye believe, which receive 

ny Reaſon our one of another, and ſeek not the Honour that cometh from 

rather àn Wa only > as our Saviour ſpeaks to this purpoſe, 7% 5. 44. 
Argu- 3 The 


ked Men uſually tyrannize over, afflict and murder thoſe faith. 
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The miſchievous Conſequence of which is, God's takin 
away the Means of Faith and Grace from a People, who thus 
wickedly abuſe em, and giving em to others, who will profit 
by em. He plainly dealt thus with the Jews, (and the Apoſtle 


tells us they are Examples to us) as our Saviour foretold he 


would, Matth. 21. 43. Therefore I ſay unto you, the Kingdom of 
God ſhall be taken from you, and given to a Nation brings 8 forth 
the Fruits thereof, And as God thus treats whole Nations, 0 
alſo does he particular Perſons, as our Saviour ipeaks, Mari 4. 
24, 25. And to you that hear ſhall more be given, and he that hath; 
not, from him ſhall be taken, even that which he hath. To the 
like purpoſe the Apoſtle, God reſifterh the Proud, but giveth 
Grace to the Humble. Now by theſe Means Men become har— 
den'd and reſolute in their Sins, and fo are exaſperated againſt 
all that endeavour to tarn 'em from em. Which brings on 
another ill Effect of this Matter, with its fatal Conſe- 
quence, Viz. | | 

2. A revengeful perſecuting Spirit, whereby reſolutely wic- 


ful Miniſters of Chriſt, they are offended at, for the conſtant 
and zealous Diſcharge of their Duty, without any other Re 
gard, but to the Honour of that Goſpel they preach, and th 
Good of thoſe Souls they watch for. L hus they endeavour that 
others alſo may deſpiſe and reject their Dottrine, and prove n 
better for't than themſelves. 

W hich Helliſh Cruelty isattended with the fatal Conſequence 
of God's Fury pour'd out on theſe impious Perſecutors of hit 
good and faithful Servants, to vindicate his own Honour, thus 
injur'd in his Miniſters, and avenge their Blood, the former 0 
which he's moſt jealous and tender of, and the latter is ot pre 
cious in his ſight. 

And of this we need no other Inſtance than that given us 0 
the Jews. Our Saviour thus ſpeaks of em, Mat. 23. 34. Behol, 
I fend unto you Prophets, and wiſe Men, and Scribes, and ſome © 
them ye ſhall kill and crucify, and ſome of them ye ſhall ſcourge : 
your Synagogues, and perſecute them from City to City, that 100 
you may come all the righteous Blood fhed upon the Earth. Veri) 
ſay unto you, all theſe things Mall be required of this Generati 
And accordingly ſo it fell out, after they had crucify'd our » 


viour, and put his Apoſtles to Death. Whereby they fla 
the Meaſure of their Fathers Iniquity, who uſe to ill the Propitt 
and ſti ne them that were ſent unto them, the Blood of whom co 
ſtantly cry'd to Heaven for Vengeance, and was often hal 
and puniſh'd in the Fathers themſelves, but never to tae f 


till in their Poſterity, on whom was exhauſted all the 15 
| 1 . 10 
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A Viſitation Sermon. 11 
pivine Vengeance behifd, which had been gathering againſt 
this figal Execution for many Years. | 

And if we would know the true Reaſon of all this, our Sa- 
viour will inform us, in what he tells his Apoſtles, Whoſoever 
leſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me; and whoſoever deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth 
hn that ſent me, Luke 10. 16. | 

So that now all Affronts and Indignities done to Chriſt's Mi- 
niſters are indeed offer d to God himſelf ; they are an impious 
Violation of the Authority of Heaven, and a moſt daring Inſult on 
the Majeſty of the Almighty, who is a God moſt ſtrictly jealous 
of his Honour, and a terrible Avenger of all Injuries done to it. 
Of which therefore whenever the Clergy are fo kind as to warn 
Men, they ought not to be tax'd (as uſually they are) of mag- 
wfying their Office, preaching up themſelves, and trumpetin 
out heir own Praiſes, whilſt they only publiſh that Honour 
and Reſpe& due to their Character. For an Honour 'tis you 
ſee, that they do not vainly arrogate to themſelves, but ſuch as 
they have a juſter Title to, and better Security for, than any 
one can claim for the higheſt Dignity on Earth. *'Tis granted 
em by God himſelf, from him they immediately hold it, and 
therefore he ſees that due Reſpe& be paid to it, and thinks 
himſelf concern'd to punith all profane Violation of it. 

I ſeek not mine own Glory, there is one that ſeeketh and judgeth, 
2s our Saviour ſpeaks with relation to this matter, Ihn 8. 50. 

So that I muſt ſay, Honouring the Prieſthood (which can- 
not be done by diſhonouring and ſcandalizing them that bear 
it) is as much a Chriſtian Duty as any thing whatever, and 
therefore the Miniſters of the Goſpel are oblig'd to preach 
it up at any time: And I hope 'twill not be thought uu ſeaſo- 
nable at preſent, when tis conſider'd how maliciouſly the 
Clergy have been aſpers'd and abus'd of late, and that by the 
very Beaſts of the People (as the Plalmiſt calls em.) Indeed 
tis a vile Practice, beſt becoming ſuch, and therefore we might 
hope Perſons of Figure would have ſome regard to their own 
Character at leaſt, and not join with em. But what wonder 
to ſee this, when the Sacred Order it ſelf hath been ſo openly 
and profanely inlulted, and ſuch things ſaid, and ready to be 
done againſt it, by ſome People, as I believe were never be- 
fore ſuffer d, much leſs approv'd of, in any Chriſtian Nation 
whatever, But we now hope for better times to come. 1 
kaſten therefore, | 

IV. Fourthly and laſtly, To ask your Leave, my Reverend 

Brethren, to propoſe two or three practical Rules to you, 

and my ſelf, from the whole, wherein I ſhall be very brief. 


knowing that I ſpeak to ſuch, who are better able to direct 
themſelves, i 1. Then, 


* 
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1, Then, my Reverend Brethren, are Men on ſo many Ac. 
counts, as you have heard, apt to take Offenceat us, this ſhould 
mightily perſwade us, methinks, not to be offended at one ano- 
ther; and that, not only becauſe we are to be Patterns and Ex- 
amples to the Flock, (too many of which would gladly follow ys 


reſt in the Prieſthood, and ſo muſt ſhare of its Honour, and 
Diſhonour. For when one Member ſuffers, all the Member; 
ſuffer with it. Shall we bite and devour one ariother then, and 
enter into Combinations and Conſpiracies againſt our ſelves? 
God forbid ! For this is likewiſe to conſpire, like the Traytor 
Tudas, againſt our Lord and Maſter, Chriſt himſelf, and 
God that ſent us. | 

We of all Perſons ought to underſtand the Dignity of our 
own Character, and the Honour belonging to it, and therefore 
ſhould be the fartheſt from Ofences againſt it. | 

We have Enemies too many already in the World, and 
therefore have the leſs Reaſon to increaſe the Number, by be- 
coming {uth to our ſelves, Behold, ſays our Saviour to his 
Apeltles (the more to endear em to one another) I ſend you 
8 as Sheep in the midſt of Wolves, and their Conduct was to 

wiſe as Serpents, and harmleſs as Doves; harmleſs, no doubt 
on it, towards one another, and fo wile as not to deſtroy them- 

Ives. 

This Wiſdom, my Reverend Brethren, let us take care to 
uſe againſt the deſigning Subtilties of thoſe Men, who would 
draw us into Factions and Parties againſt our ſelves, only to 
ſerve their Turns of us, and bring Wome their wicked Purpo- 
ſes againſt us, Eſpecially let us take Care, out of Dread of the 
Divine Vengeance, not to be found herding in a Party, that 
expreſs an open, and avow'd Enmity, and Hatred to our Or- 
der; if we partake with theſe Men in their Sins (as I fear we 
can't well avoid one way or other ſo doing, whilſt we are join'd 
in any Intereſt with them) what can we expect but to ſhare 
their Fate too ? 

2. Are Men ſo very apt to take, and frame Offences a- 
gainſt us; this ſhould make us all very careful to give as little 
juſt Occaſion as poſſible for em. 

We are all of us indeed ſubject to Infirmities, as well as o- 
thers, and ſo may have our Faults and Failings too; for which 
Reaſon, Men ſhould indeed bear with us a little, and we our 
ſelves be continually on the Watch againſt em, having ſo ma- 
ny Eyes over us, and People being ſo apt to magnify, and ag- 
gravate every little Slip, and moſt unjuſtly turn all our Failings 
into ſevere Reflections on the ſacred Order we bear. 
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A Viſitation Sermon. 23 
Conſidering theſe things, as the Apoſtle adviſes, 2 Cor. 6. 3. Tet us 


give none Offence in any thing, that the Miniſtiy be not blamed, but in al 


ner approving our ſelves as the Miniſters of Chriſt, in much Patience, 
— Holineſs of Life. Let us be Par our Flocks, and Ex- 
amples to the Believers, in Word, in Converſation, in Charity, in Spirit, 
i Faith, in Purity , following after Godlineſs, Faith, Love, Patience, 
Meekneſs, as St. Faul orders Timothy, 1 Ep. 6. 11. & 1 Ep. 4. 12. 

But more eſpecially, my Reverend Brethren, let us, according tothe 
Aroſtle's Order, Make full Proof of our Miniſtry, and keep that committed 
1 our Truſt, like good Stewards, let us be found faithful herein, and dare 
a0 in all things belonging to our Fun&aton, as thole who are authori- 
22d and aſſiſted from Heaven, Other Duties we are oblig'd to in com- 
mon with other Men; but ro fight the good Fight of Faith, and preſerve 
it, is the proper Duty of a Clergy-man. To be faithful in what the 
Apoſtle charges Timothy, in the ſolemneſt Manner imaginable, before 
God, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the ele# Angels. | | 

And what his own Practice in this Caſe was, we have Account, As 
20, where he lays, Vith many Temptations, Bonds and Affii#ions, that a- 
bode him in every City, not counting his Life dear unto himſelf, be teſtifi- 
ed the Goſpel of the Grace of God, not keeping back any of it, nor ceafing to 
wan every one Night and Day with Tears. Should any of us then, my 
Reverend Brethren, contrary to this holy Apoſtle's Command and Ex- 
ample, not zeitify this Goſpel fully to every one in its genuine Truth, and 
Purity, according to the beſt of his Skill; but be tempted to corrupt and 
keep back any part of it, being partial and aiferibling, Ak — at aan, 


one above another in the preaching thereof; ſhonTd he bETneglgent an 
flothful, cowardly and fearful, in the grand Affair of Souls, he has un- 
dertaken, *twould bz a juſt Ground of Offence againſt him, he would 
thus prove an high Scandal and Reproach to his ſacred Function; which 
therefore, I hope, we all as much deteſt and abhor, as every good 
Man will abhor and deteſt us, if we are ever guilty of it. 

Our other Failings in common Duties may be excus'd many times 
by the Plea of human Frailties; but the Breach of Duty in relation to 
fulfilling our Miniſtry, ſeems ſuch an high and deliberate Act of Hypo- 
crily and Perfidjouſneſs, that nothing can well be pleaded in its Defence: 
For tis acting directly contrary to that momentous Buſineſs, wherein the 
Honour of God, and Good of Souls are jointly concern'd, and which we 
have moſt ſolemnly undertaken,and oblig'd our ſeives by the ſtricteſt Ob- 
ligatians of Oaths and Engagements, to perform; *tis moreover betray- 
ing the high Truſt of Heaven, and giving up the ſacred Depoſitum of the 
Faith, committed to our Charge, into the Hands of thole Men, who 
deſign nothing leſs by their Importunities for it, but to deſtroy it. For 
which how much aſham'd of us Chriſt, as he tells us, will be hereafter, 
when be cometh in the Glory of bis Father and the holy Angels ; and how 
juſtly we ſhall then be aſſign'd by him our Portion with the Unbelievers, 
none of us can be ignorant. 

I have but one Matter more to offer, my Reverend Brethren,which is, 

Thirdly and Laſtly, That after having taken due Care not to afford a- 
ny real Occaſion of Offences, we learn to diſregard and delpiſe ſuch, as 


upon no juſt Grounds are fram'd againſt us, bur are the pure Effects of 
Envy and Malice to us. | LE Let 
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do our Duty, tho we ate ſutt to | 
And let us 1 learn therefore, 10 
the Threats, or be concern'd-for the Injuriett ſe for em min 
times to beat us; off 3 of the Natiev of o. 
Function. Theſe things are but Tryals of ou 12 * in God's ger. 
vice, which his Providence permits to happen; f A Proof of cn. 
Strength and Cousage, and allo to afford us an Opportunity of adv1n, 
cing our ſelves the higher in Chriſt's Kingdom of Glory hereafter 
Out of Which Tryals God in his due time will deHver us, afd always 
affords us his own bleſſed Aſſiſtance undet em. la the Power f 


whole Spirit (more largely communicated to us under out Conflict; for 


the Faith) we ſhall be then Rrongeſt, when in all other Refpeds ut 
are. weakeſt. . Our Strength will be made perfect in Weakneſs; as the g. 
poſile ſays; oft gladly therefore will I take pleaſure® in Tire in 
Repraaches, in Neceſhties, in Ir ſerut ions, in Diſtrefſes for ChiiſPs [ks 
for when I am weak, then am 4505 2 . 12. 10. | 


In a Word, Let us learn fo to elpifall envious and [piteful OH- 
. ces againſt us, as to forgive em, Weh is the nobleſt Way of qe(yi 


ſing em. Let us never, thereforeFogg@rn our ſelves to return, or (4 
much as reſent any, knowing whe edhjurics will light at laſt, cx: 
on the Heads of thoſe thatprepar*&F&m-for us: Let us therefore 51/44 
pity fuck poor miſtaken Wretches, and afford our charitable Aſi(luns 
for their Converſion, n aff deſpitefully uſe uw and prrſe 
cute us; being veuilen:lesigs blefi,-beinf perſecuted let us ſuffer it, l 
defawd, let us ena 1 HED 6 : ; 


So ſhall we trulyprofeſs and adorg the venerable Character we bent 


co ſtall we tread in the Steps of bur Great Forerunners and Examples 
of Sufferings, the noble Army of Martyr'd Apoſtles and Prophets, and 
Ctreilt Jeſus their blefled?GaptBn and Founder; who AI did Goo! [1 
Evil, return d bleſſing for cue; und recommending themſelves to G 
judgeth t ighreonſy, with theit Iaſt Breath pray d for their very Murdevert. 
And {6 ſhall de, for out Eneouragement, obtain the ſame hig! He 

ward they pow empyy and which is laid up for all them, who with 
the like Patience ad Reſignation to God, the like Courage, Eirmne! 

and Contlaney, Ball fight the. good Fight, and keep the Faith, cent 
Crown of Glory, which God tbe Righteous Judge hall give us at the loft Hun 
I I ſhall cloſe up all with an excellent Collect of our Church, us'd o! 
the ficſt Martyr St. Stephen's Day, © * 

* Grant; O Lord, That in all our Sufferings here upon Earth, for te 
mony of thy Truth, we may ſtedfaſtly look up to Heaven, and by Fai!) 

hold the Glory that ſpall he reveal d, and being fiiPd with the Holy Gl 
may learn .to love and bleſs our Perſecutors, by the Example of thy |! 
Martyr St. Stephen, who pray'd for his Murdereys to thee, O Bleſſed gef 
who ſtandeſt ut the Right Hand of God, to ſuccour all thoſe that fuse, 
hee, our only* Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 
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